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LIFE  OF  ANN  MOORE,  &c.. 


THE  cafe  of  Ann  Moore  is  fo  wonderful,  that  it 
is  not  eafy  to  convince,  tliofe  who  live  at  a 
diftaiT^GG  or  have  n.ot  fcen  her  themfelves,  of  the  truth 
of  this  extraorchnary  occnrrence.  But  the  chain  of 
evidential  circurnftances  here  coile(5led,  mi: ft  put 
.the  matter  Out  of  eveiy  manner  of  doubt ;  for  in 
rcgar>^  to  tlie  truth  of,  ijt,  not  an  indivldnal  in  the 
town  and  rieighbo.urhoad,  as  well  as  the  vail:  num- 
hers  who  i»  !.ve  vifited  her,  remains  unfatisfied  ;  and 
it  is  at  tliig  tiftie  an  imdeni able  fad:,,  thatichalienge£ 
difproof  fi  om  alf  the  world,  and  rnaj  therefgre  be 
•confidered  omi  of  the  greatfefl*  wohders  of  the  age. 

When  it  was  firft  made  known  th  it  fbe  exited 
without  fi«  d,  it  was  difcredited  by  mod  of  her 
neighbours,  and  by  all  the  naedical  men  who  vifited 
her  ;  and  ks  the  gentlemen  of  Tottery  were  de- 
cidedly againft  her,  (lie  was  left  to„  the  virulence  of 
her  wkked  neighbours,  v.ho  emptied  their  cham.- 
ber-pots  at  her  back  door  in  the  night,  to  make 
others  believed  ?iti  C3im*e;  firiprn  her,  and  that  {he  eat 
fbod  privately.  They  fwore  (he  was  nothing  but  an 
hypeerite  And  an  imp<)ilor, — i-that  ^Oit-Ai^comll  l^)ave 
Rothing  tiD  do  with  fuch  a  vile' charader  as,  fte,  had 
^een :  and  flie  waS  more;  p.erfe,ci3i.ted  on  account  of 
prefeffing  tj&at  God  ha^  changed  her iieart,  tha^n  for 


any  olher  re;ifon :  llie  bore  all  tlielr  an  jry  exprc  f- 
fions  wan  humiiiLy;  and  owned  they  were  all  well 
merited  by  her  former  mifcGndud.  ^  During  the 
winter  of  1807>  fhe  remained  in  a  m oft  deplorable 
fituation,  labouring  under  the  greatetl  diftrefs ;  fhe 
had  not  even  Cufficient  clotiies  to  cover  her  bed,  or 
any  fire  to  warm  her  room,  v/hicl?  wafs  extretnely 
cold,  the  fnow  and  rain  beating  through  the  roof 
Upon  her  very  bed ;  and  the  only  friends  (he  had  in 
the  world  were  poor  people,  and  unable  to  afford 
her  any  relief.  But  the  Lord,  who  hear^  the  cries 
of  the  didrefled,  heard  her  prayer,  and  delivered  her 
out  of  all  her  troubles.  Being  in  debt  {ov  rent,  the 
Landlord  wanted  to  get  her  out  of  his  houfe^  thi.s 
was  made  known  to  the  paViih  flie  l>elonged,.  aad 
the  oyerfeer  came  witM  a  cart  to  take  her  away, 
about  10  n?Iles  diftant.  One  or  iv/o  poor  women 
cried  ^out  againft  it,  and  faid,  in  her  we'4k  (late  £ic 
could  never  bear  the  jolting  of  the  cart;  however, 
the  Landlord  would  have  her  c^Jt,  and  a  rs^edicai 
gentiem  in  was  coniulted,  who  laid  ihe  might  bear 
th^  removitL  Had  fiie  gone  in  the  cart  at  that 
time,  it  might  have  cauied  her  death,  and  the  world 
would  have  heard  no  more  of  Ann  Moore-  But 
l!.e  Lord  j  aifed  her  up  a  friend,  in  the  overleer,  Mr. 

•iHardy,  of  Dracot;,  who  faiddie  would  pay  the  rent 
himielf  rather  than  run  the  rif  :  of  her  dying  in  his 

-cart.  The  ill  iiiage  ihe  rnet  witlu  rendered  it  abfo- 
lutely  neJjlTary  as  an  a£t  of  ieif-c>efence,  and  fce 
expfeffed  a  wiih,  that  iucU,  an  examination  ihould 
take  place,  as  would  fatisfy  every  one,"  withoul  a 
dv'>nbt,  that  flie  did  live  without  food.  In  conle- 
quence  of  which,  Dr.  Taylor  was  fent  for  from  Lane 
end.  She  was  then  taken  to  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Jacklb:^, 
her  landlord,  a  mod  decided  objedor  to  her  veracity  : 
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a  watch  was  fet  over  her  and  fKe  was  forroimde<J  on , 
every  fide.  At  the  expiration  of  40  hour ii,  h^nd-  bills 
were  put  up  in  mod  parts  of  Tuthury,  announcing, 
that  Ann  Moore  has  taken  no  nourilhment  fmce 
Tuefday  afternoon,  and  is  conftantly  and  faithfully 
watched ;  all  perfons  are  hereby  challenged  to  dis- 
prove the  fa(ft,  and  may  watch  for  themfelvesj 
during  the  further  time  which  lhall,  by  Medical 
Confultation,  be  dttermined  on  to  eftablifh  the  fame. 
- — By  tiiis  means  there  was  no  want  of  people  to 
watch.  The  firfl  watch  began  to  fit  on  tl:^e  IStli. 
of  Sept.  1S08,  at  S  o'clock  in  tha  afternoon,  llie 
27th.  of  Sepu.  was  the  fifteenth  day,  when  all  the 
diibellevers  of  her  living  without  food,  gave  up  the 
point :  and  on  the  29th.  fke  was  remoTed  to  her 
own  honfe,  better  in  health  than  when  the  exami- 
nation firft  began.  Daring  the  fir  ft  4  days,  fiie  cer- 
tainly took  nothing  except  four  ounces  of  vater,  die 
remaining  12  days  {lie  took  neither  meat  nor  drink, 
n-or  hath  taken  any  from  that  time  to  this,  July  1  BIO. 
The  attempt  to  fwallow  gives  her  great  pain,  from, 
as  fbe  fuppofes,  the  wind  in  her  ilomach'ftopping  its 
parage ;  fhe  ha^  no  appetite  or  inclination  to  eai  or 
drink ;  Ihe  generally  fits  ered  when  converung  or 
reading;  her  legs  and  thighs  are  contra(5led  uuder^  ^ 
her,  Ihe  feels  ^\  them  a  fenlation  ®f  heat;.>  and  col  J 
but  cannot  move  them  without  the  help  of  her  hands  ; 
Iriecaa'ufe  her  hands  and  arms  like  any  other  pei^fon,  , 
and  looks  remarkably  well  in  the  face  ;  he^^arm^a-.-as 
far  ab  her  elbows.are  not  at  all  {liiunk,  but  appear  lil^e 
thofe  of  a  perfon  thin  and  healtby appearance 
is  like  that  of  I  a  lying-in  woman,;^at^Qut  fa  fbrtRlgh 
afier  Chiid-birth^^  and  no  .way  unjiiW.  to  a  per^bn: 
wafted  by  confumpttQa:  fixe  is,  i^thfr,sit^ove  the 
middle  ,nj?;e,,  has  a  ierene, aadJitaveniy  .c-puat«rAi%nce# 


;ind  appears  to  huvebeen  a  liandfbjtte  womnn:  r  Mo  ft 
people  who  g6  to  fee  her  mkke  her  a  trifling  pv^- 
/ent,-  by  Which ^eans  fna  has  i-ccumtiktt'd  a  confider- 
abk  ftim  ^  money  tot  her  children.  Pbft  charles  anvl 
Gehfl^m^ii's  cartkge.^  are  rlceii  •  at  her  door  almcft 
ey^fy  dufy-^xctpt  Sundays ;  ahd  fhe  has  put  iip  k  ni^j- 
tic^  in  her--%^  r.6  "one  flioiild'vifit  her  on 

that  &ayJ  Her  'pi^^re-Has  been  drav^^n^nd  is  e«»-ried 
abOHt;i^^iifeV)vv.  Ske  has  had  a  confiderabie  ilira 
offRioni^oir^ed'to  go  up  to  London  fof  e^hibkzon  ; 
batj'ftte  leraf^S',  and  feys,  Ihe  v/Hnts  notlring  but  to  I'e- 
m^m  quiet '"^at  Ifome  and  prepare  fdr  anoth^ajTid  bet- 
ter World.  'She  gradm-^Jly  decreales  in  fti^SKt  th,  hut 
her  rncrital  Eicalli^s  are  perfe^Hy  found:  indeed,  (lie 
is  'a  living  ixiir^icle,  and  ought  to  flop  the  unbelievers 
moaths,  who  lb  boldly  affirm  that  miraclbs  have  ceaf- 
ed,  btcaul^  her^  is  a  cafe  that  proves  thcir  ablurd 
notions  to  be  fahe;  -  all  whoever  fee  her  Mil  have  tlje 
greateft  reafon  to  fay^  This  is  tne  Lord's  doing,  and 
it  is  marvellous  in  ont  eyes. 

Ann  Moore  was  born  at  Roftbn,  near  Anibourn, 
in  Derby Ihire,  in  1761.  Her  f&herV  Wiiham  i^egg, 
was  a  Jabouririg  man.  She  went  to  fervice  when 
young,  and  married,  at  the  age  of  27  years,  to  James 
Moore;  it  Was  called  a  forced, match — Ois  proving 
with  child,  laid  it  on  him,  and  fooner  than  go  to  jail 
he  married  her>  but  always  denied  being  the  father  of 
the  child.  On  that  account  they  could  never  agrefe» 
and  fooa  parted  :  thechilddied,  and  fhe  went  to  fervice 
again)  and  was  houfe-keeper  to  a  farmer  at  Ailon, 
by  whonn  fhe  liad  two  children^  whx)  are  botli  jiving  ; 
with  him  fhe  Irved  fome  time,  rh  the  midil  of  ffieuty  ; 
not  a  farmer's  wife  in  the  neighbourhood  dreffed  more 
genteel ;  hUt  this  ended,  as  tliofe  connexions  gener- 
al ly  4a— 4le  wanted  a  aew'miftrefs,  fo  .,tutned  IxQt 
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Hviiift,  with  two  children,  and  mj^rried  a  wcmati 
wvith  property.  Ann  Moore  then  went  to  Tutburj, 
and  endeavoured  to  earn  a  livelihood  *by  batting  cot- 
von.  In  the  dear  rimes^,  about  nine  years  ago,  fhe  w^is 
very  mnch  diftreffed,  and  foorcr  than  fee  her  children 
i\arve.  ihe  frequentLy  r:ved  without  food  for  feveral 
d^ys  together  :  after  that  time  llie  began  to  loofe  her 
appetite,  by  degrees.  In  IS05  fhe  attended  a  boy, 
who  died  a  iniiera])Ie  objedt  of  a  fcrophidous  cora- 
phiint,  and  ihe  thinks  that  confiderably-  decreafed 
her  defn-e  for  food. 

~  On  the  4th  of  N  ovember,  ]  806,  fhe  wasneceffitated 
to  give  up  her  work  :  fiie  had  then  loil  all  -defire  for 
food,  or  ahiiity  to  takr^  k.  The  amonnt'of  Iblid  food 
f])c  took  from  th:it  lime  until  the  17th  of  March  fol- 
io win  i:;,  was  about  a  penny  loaf  a  fortnight  j  her  drii^k 
was  generally  tea,  wukout  either  milk  or  fugar;  at 
one  time  fne  tried  to  live  on  onion  tea,  but  it  did  not 
agiee  witii  her."  ^ 

She  ill  ft  took  her  bed;  for  a  continuance,  a  fort- 
night after  Eafter  Tuefclay,  1807.  On  the  20th  of 
Mny  ihe  attempted  to  f vvallow  a  piece  of  bifcuit, 
which  caufed  great  pain  and  vcnniting  of  blood.  On 
the  7th.  of  Augud,  1807,  ilie  had  a  ftool,  which  was- 
the  iail  fte  ever  had  aft.«r  thislhe  gradually  dimini- 
fned  her  liquids,  and  her  evacuation  by  urine  gra- 
dually decreafed  ;  the  lail:  was  in  March,  1809. 

She  has  difcontinued  moiRening  her  mouth  with 
v/atGf  hnce  0(5<:ober,  1S08,  and  yet  has  fuiHcient 
inoiiiure  in  it  for  all  the  purpofes  of  talkin^^  and 
comfort  to.herfelf.  ThD  long  continuance  of  perlbns 
in  her  room  who  have  taken  ibe  fmalleft  quantity  of 
fpirits  or  malt  liquor  is  unpleafant.  S|ie  takes  com- 
mon fnulf  moderately ;  and  does  not  diil"l:e  the 
fmoke  of  t^bscco ;  but  frefli  air  is  very  agreeable, 
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and  idle  keeps  her  wmdow  open  at  the  foot  of  her  hei 
the  coldeft  nigh  I  in  winter. 

The  in{?nner  of  her  converfion  is  very  remarkable, 
William  Wright,  one  of  her  neighbours,  having  been 
warned  in  a  dream,  had  foretold  that  he  fhould  die 
on  a  certain  d^j.  In  the  rnorning  he  was  very  well 
in  health,  but  on  the  evening  of  that  very  day  he 
died  in  a  fit.  Th(^  news  fo  aiFt  died  her,  it  eaufed 
her  to  refled^n  Her  own  alanning  ftate  ;  and  was 
the  principal  meaas  in  the  hand  of  God,  of  bringing 
uer  to  true  repentance. 

A  fhiiling  pamphlet  has  been  publiflicd,  endea- 
.vouring  to  prove  it  a  natural  cafe,  and  that  (ke  livas 
wpon  the  air ;  indeed,  feme  people  will  believe 
the  moil  ridicLiloHs  abfurdities,  rather  than  oryn 
that  God  kas  a  hand  in  it :  .For  my'own  pirt, 
I  have  foea  and  converfed  with  her,  and  I  am  per- 
faadcd  in  my  p^vn  mind,  that  ihe  is  fupported  by 
the  fuperni^tural  power  of  God.  1%  is  well  known, 
that  Voltaire,  and  many  other  philofophers  in  the 
laft  century,  and  many  learned  nien  of  the  prefent 
day,  have  endeavoured  to  turn  aJI  miracles  and  fu- 
{lernatufal  agency  into  mbckery  and  contexiipt.  m- 
"deed,  iome  peopfe  who  pretend  to  believe  in  the 
Bible,  boldly  affirm  that  miiracles  h^av^  ceuied  fmce 
the  days  of  the  Apoftles :  I  met  with  one  old  wo- 
man  who^  was  §o  pofitiye  in  this  opinion,  and  thit 
ftie  could  piove  it  from  the  Scriptures  5-  ihe  put  on 
her  fpedtaeles  and  looked  in  the  Bible  fome  time,  but 
could  not  find  it.  It  was  the  fottled  belief  of  the 
early  Fathers  of  the  Church,  that  miracles  would 
never  ceafe:  many  people  'chink  that  the.  peculiar 
power  of  the  Lord,  in  fupnorting  this  woman -with- 
out food,  is  the  forerunrier  ot'  (ome  extraordinary 
ev^nt.— — In  a  book,  pnblKhed  by  that  pretended 
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prv^phetefs,  Johanna  Soutbcott,  Ann  Moore  is  fnid  ti> 
he  a  fign  of  three  ysars  famhie  in  France :  I  'Vi''o^ld 
be  f;^r  froni  perfuadiiig  any  one  to  fu;;v-r(>?tiim  ;  but 
may  not  the  Almighty  God  fee  it  neceiTary,  in  this 
wicked  ags,  by  fuch  inPranCes,  to  fix  upon  the  tnind^ 
of  mankiadionie  fignal  impreffions  of  his  over-i^iling 
power,  and  the  truth  of  his  facred  Gofpcl :  fhali  xve, 
frail  mortals,  prefume  to  fet  lirpits  to  the  Divine 
pov/er,  or  dare  to  doubt  hh  miraculous  interference^ 


HER  cafe  is  marveUous,  all  men  mufl  o'^'R; 

By  it  the  power  of  God  is  clenrly  fhewn  : 

Do<flors  have  tried  to  find,  but  never  could, 

Hovv^  fhe  has  beeii  fupported  without  food. 

Wondrous  the  c»ufe,  and  fruitlefs  to  enquire— 

Our  wifeft  way,  is  humbly  to  admire. 

What  elfe  is  w  orth  our  care,  but  him  to  pleafe, 

Who  can  command  fuch  miracles  as  thefe. 

Her  cafe  is  far  beyond  all  human  {kill  : 

'Tis  of  the  Ldrd — according  to  his  will ; 

And  fliewii,  that  thofe  who  truft  and  ferve  the  Lofdl, 

Will  find  him  true,  according  to  his  word  ; 

That  whilft  the  lamp  of  life  holds  out  to  bum, 

The^vileft  linnet  may  again  return. 

Pernaps  it  is  to  let  this  nation  kn©w, 

God  fees  our  crimes^,  but  ft  ill  forbears  the  blow, 

And  calls  to  us,  befcie  his  vengeance  thunders, 

And  gives  us  warning  thus,  by  figns  and.woi^deis.  > 

When  God  intends  great  puniihments  to  fend,     •  7 

He  warns  maKkind,by  figns,  their  lives  to  mend^  1 


FIN/S. 


